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April 13, 1900 888 

[Inelosure.] 

Washington, D. C, March 27, 1900. 

Most Excellent Sib : Certain rumors having come to the notice of my Government 
which have been current in this country with regard to the existence of the bubonic 
plague on the island of Cozumel, belonging to the State of Yucatan. It has made suit- 
able inquiry with a view of ascertaining whether those rumors have any foundation, and 
has learned positively that there has not been a single case of bubonic plague 
either at Cozumel or at any other place in the Republic. The president of the superior 
board of health of Mexico has communicated this information to Dr. Walter Wyman, 
Surgeon-General of the United States of America, and has added that, notwith- 
standing the above-mentioned fact, an order has been issued, in view of the advices 
received to the effect that cases of that plague have occurred in the Argentine Republic, 
to close the port of Cozumel to vessels from South American ports. 

I have the honor, in pursuance of special instructions received from my Government, 
to confiim the aforesaid information to your excellency, to the end that you may be 
pleased, if you think proper, to give it such publicity as may seem to you to be »best 
calculated to put a stop to those false alarms. 

I take pleasure in reiterating to your excellency the assurances of my highest consid- 
eration. 

M. de Azpieoz. 

Hon. Secretary of Stat.e. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Buenos Ayres declared infected. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, April 2, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to 
inform you that the consul at Amsterdam reports in his dispatch of the 
16th ultimo that the Dutch Government has declared Buenos Ayres an 
infected port. 

Eespectfully, Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

Report from Rotterdam. 

Eotterdam, Netherlands, March 26, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended March 24, 
1900, 6 vessels were inspected and received bills of health at this port. 
The steamship Rotterdam, of the Holland- Amerika Line, sailed the 22d 
instant, carrying passengers and freight. She had 88 cabin and 640 
steerage passengers and 300 pieces of baggage were inspected and 
labeled and 70 pieces were disinfected and labeled. The cargo con- 
tained 102 bales of disinfected rags. 
The health of the port remains good. 

Eespectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

NORWAY. 

The fight against tuberculosis in Norway. 

[Report submitted by Victor E. Nelson, United States consul, at Bergen, February 6, 

1900.] 

Bergen, February 6, 1900. 
November last year Dr. Claus Hansen, of Bergen, delivered a lecture 
before the Storthing (Congress) at Christiania on the causes of tuber- 
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culosis and the fight against this public calamity. He held forth the 
terrible fact that, during the thirty years of his own experience, con- 
sumption had increased in the Bergen district 80 per cent. In the year 
1896, 54.5 per cent of all deaths between 15 and 30 years of age were 
caused by tuberculosis, and statistics tell that about 7,000 of the inhabi- 
tants of Norway die every year of this disease. Not very long ago this 
country was shocked by the loss of 300 men one stormy night, but how 
many think about the ravages of consumptive diseases every month ! 
They represent to the country a lost working strength of about 30, 000, 000 
kroner ($8,040,000) yearly. 

In England they have, during the last fifty years, succeeded in reduc- 
ing the number of tuberculous cases to one-half, and physicians attrib- 
ute this to the increasing cleanliness in English home life and the 
erection of many consumptive hospitals. This coincides with all med- 
ical experience. Thus the first and foremost endeavors in fighting 
against tuberculosis in Norway should be to agitate for greater cleanli- 
ness in general and most particularly the exertions should be directed 
against the national habit of expectorating. But private initiative is 
not sufficient for gaining this aim. There will always be some people 
dirty enough to claim the right of a man to expectorate wherever he 
chooses. If is, therefore, the Government's right and duty to interfere 
and warn the public against the danger implied in such uncleanliness 
and carelessness ; and here a "tuberculosis law" would be of thegreatest 
service. 

Dr. Hansen then gave some extracts from the statistics of consumptive 
sanitariums in Germany, from which resulted that 66J per cent of the 
inmates were able to work the first year after the cure, 60 per cent 
after two years, 45 per cent after three years, and 35 per cent after four 
years. On an average we can figure that 50 per cent of the patients in 
sanitariums get their ability for work lengthened by one year. For 100 
consumptives, admitted in ninety days, the cost would amount to 25,000 
kroner ($6,700) ; suppose that 50 of these patients have their working 
power lengthened by one year, and their wages figured at 700 kroner 
($187.60) a year, it would be a total income of 35,000 kroner ($9,380), 
or a net profit of 10,000 kroner ($2,680) for one year. To this may be 
added the increased income for the other years of working strength 
which the sanitarium would give its patients. 

The advantages of public sanitariums for consumptives are so great 
that the German invalid insurance companies have erected a whole row 
of these institutions simply for reasons of economy and profit. This 
example should be followed in Norway, and besides the hospital at 
Baknas and the proposed one in Lyster, there should also be one for 
the district of Christiansand S. ; one for Christiania and Hamar, and one 
in the northern parts of Norway (Bergen). These 3 new sanitariums 
would cost between 1,200,000 kroner and 1,500,000 kroner ($321,600— 
$402,000), and all 5 would hold 500 patients, with an average stop of 
one hundred and twenty days for each. 

And apart from the direct gains, private and public, of these hospitals, 
the hundreds who left there would be good missionaries of thorough 
cleanliness, which is so necessary for success in the struggle against con- 
sumptive diseases. 

Bespectfully, Victor E. Nelson, 

United States Consul. 



